[bookmark: _Hlk140059912]MINUTES OF NORTH LOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2024 at 7 p.m.
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

1. Attendance and apologies
Apologies from Lesley Bird, Marion Chapman Allen
In attendance; Dawn Eagle, Mike Tipple, Mick McManus, Peter Smith, William Nunn, Liz Bernard, Julie Crossley

2. Declarations of Interest – none declared

3. Minutes of 10th July 2024 approved

Matters arising from July 2024 meeting

4. Update re Village gates 

Email received from Luke Denney 2nd September 2024 installation may be in November 2024.

5. Reeds in The Mere

Discussion regarding how to deal with this moving forward.  Quote received for £6900 + VAT.  WN will speak to Mervyn Lambert to see if he will offer advice.

Resident suggested perhaps try Otley College to see if any students might assist.  
Clerk has emailed LOHP, Norfolk Wildlife Trust to see if anyone can offer advice.

PS will see if he can find anyone in Norfolk who does pond management


6. Any update re Pedestrians, particularly children walking along Harling/Kenninghall Road to school bus stop

Not proceeding 

7. Cutting of the lanes 

WN has spoken to a local farmer who has said he will try and do this over the autumn.  The lanes are now very narrow and not possible to get a tractor through.   In hand but they may have to hire equipment to deal.

8. NS&I Account

This is now closed and the funds transferred to current account 

Other Matters

9. Working party for clearance around the Mere 

19th October clearance round the Mere not a village clean up.  To meet at 10 a.m. at The Mere.  To be advertised on Facebook. 

Clerk will contact Steve Askew re Parish Partnership and whether we can use this for environmental issues ie The Mere given that there is drainage/going in and out.

Approval given for Chris Hunter to deal with 6 trees in the cemetery at a cost of £300 once the Planning has been approved by Breckland District Council.

Opportunity for public to ask questions – 20 Minutes – 3 minutes per question

Question re the new development at Church Farm and whether the density is reasonable. 

BDC will be looking at another 5000 house in Breckland over next 15 years.  

Financial
	
10. Approval is sought for the following;

Clerk salary (October) 					£240.00

Receipts  	

Gilbert Headstone inscription				£45.00
Interest on NS&I					£15.53
Headstone for Mr D Brock				£50.00
Burial fee for Kay Wood				£80.00

Balance of Barclays account 	11/09/2024				£8,483.53


11. Planning applications

Planning application regarding Airbnb has been withdrawn
Any Other Business
· Anglia Water have been out to review standing water at the entrance to the Church and will rectify the problem in the next few weeks
· The Clerk confirmed that the hedge on the new footpath on the road side will be cut and is included in the verge cutting. 
· LB asked that there be a standing Item on the Agenda re Speedwatch in future.
Nigel Fleming who deals with Data says since started 44 sessions. 155 vehicles reported, highest speed 55 mph in 30.  25% vans.  A lot of people have concerns about lorries speeding through the village, its the noise that gives perception going faster.  
· The Pantry, will be going to NL village hall weekly, in due course, CAB will be there, rotating advisors, help with debt, mental health.  Lots of families in Lopham using it.  Asked if the PC feel able to give something to support it.  Van will unload into the village hall.  Idea is then that there will be advisors on site in addition to food for sale
Breckland Hardship Fund – ask Marion regarding a donation 
The Parish Council will donate £100 
Dawn will discuss with North Lopham Charities
Meeting closed at 19.45
