[bookmark: _Hlk140059912]MINUTES OF NORTH LOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 9TH JULY 2025 at 7 p.m.
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

1. Attendance and apologies

Attendance:  Lesley Bird, Mick McManus, Peter Smith, Liz Bernard, William Nunn, Dawn Eagles.

Apologies;    Mike Tipple (sad news regarding Mikes wife who sadly passed away this week)

2. Declarations of Interest – none declared 

3. Minutes of 14th May 2025 were approved


Matters arising from May 2025 meeting

4. Update re The Mere 

Councillor Smith has bought a water test kit.  Done a couple of times over the past few weeks everything is as it should be The kit was in the region of £40.00.   Also put in an application for a National Lottery Grant response expected by end of September.  This was for £10k.  

Discussion about whether the reeds should be sprayed in the autumn and left or pulled out.  

It was agreed that the reeds should be sprayed at the end of the summer and then see if we get the grant.  The dredging can then proceed rather than pay for the reeds to be removed and then dredge. 

Ask Steve Askew about environmental grant from his personal budget.  Clerk will email him.

Agreement was reached to proceed with the spraying.  £300 – wait and see about lottery grant.  

To find out if rotting reeds would contaminate the water.  To check with contractor to see what he says about just spraying.  And explain that we are waiting to hear about grant end of September.  

5. Purchase of dog waste bin in Tanns Lane

Agreement by BDC and NCC and Serco that a dog waste bin can be placed at the end of Tanns Lane and will be emptied.

The Clerk will order a red bin from Glasdons as a cost of £138.82 inc VAT

Cemetery fees

To discuss in September after getting some further information about neighbouring parishes and a date to be arranged for checking the headstones.

6. Village Clusters Round Table

Councillor Smith attended a meeting at Breckland District Council in Dereham re land being put forward for potential housing.  3 sites notedin North Lopham,  

i) Church Road adjacent to new development to village hall.

ii) Land at the Green previously applied for by the Brocks

iii) Land adjacent to the School off Primrose Lane

BDC have been asked to build 900 homes each year for next 18 years.

BDC don’t think this can be achieved and seemed sympathetic to local residents. However there would be implications if the target is not met.
 
Breckland has to find space and land.   Larling may end up with 9-10,000 houses and become a new town. 

This was a conversation and not a consultation.  No one has looked at the proposed land.   But Parish Council asked for views.  

Date for responses 16th July 

The site by the school (iii) access would be dangerous given this comes out on a sharp bend.

Lopham doesn’t have any services, 

· Lack of infrastructure 
· Coalescence with South Lopham
· Is there a need for development in the village when she many properties are up for sale or being used as Airbnbs
· Valuable agricultural land being lost
· Under the current settlement boundary strategy North Lopham is already over developed.
· Concern over type of properties what is required is more affordable family homes and bungalows.

Any Other Business

Speedwatch, a gentleman stopped from Core Highways, part of community engagement programme and Lamberts offering to do traffic survey with equipment that can flash up the speed.  Need Parish Council to agree which they did.   Nigel Fleming does an excellent job collating the data.  Might have to be a publicity photo.

Overhanging foliage at Bell Corner and along the footpath. The Clerk will draft a letter regarding this asking residents to keep their boundary hedging/fencing clear 

The Clerk had also received a complaint about dogs being left out and barking continuously.   Residents should have consideration for others but if there is concern contact Breckland Environmental Department who will provide further information on what can be done 


Opportunity for public to ask questions – 20 Minutes – 3 minutes per question

Water Board are dealing with a leak in Tanns Lane. And although the road was closed they are having to come back.  Noted that the water pressure has been reduced since this happened.  

Resident noted he had had several dead blackbirds in his garden and on the footpath.  Asked if anyone else had seen anything.   It was reported on DEFRA.  

Financial
	
7. Approval was given for the following;

Hire of the Church							£20.00
Clerk salary 							£300.00
Microsoft Annual subscription 50% with BNPC			£ 52.49

Receipts  	

Internment of ashes 				£50.00
Burial fee 					£100.00
NCC Verge payment				£926.48
Reservation fee x 2 				£80.00	
Reservation fee – 				£40.00
Reservation fee – 				£40.00		

Balance of Barclays account 	(				£9,269.86

8. Planning applications

Meeting Closed at 20.00
Next Meeting 10th September 2025

