[bookmark: _Hlk140059912]MINUTES OF NORTH LOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2025 at 7 p.m.
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

1. Attendance: Liz Bernard, Lesley Bird, Peter Smith, Dawn Eagles, Mick McManus, Mike Tipple 

Apologies: William Nunn, Marion Chapman Allen

2. Declarations of Interest  - non declared 

3. Minutes of 10th September 2025 approved

Matters arising from September 2025 meeting

4. Update re The Mere - Funding in place and next steps

Peter Smith has put in a lot of work to get the National Lottery fund and the remaining members of the Parish Council thanked him.    There is to be a meeting with the contractor on the 29th November and dredging will start all being well on 8th December.  Preparatory work to be carried out before 8th December depending on what the Contractor says.   May need larger group of people to sort the mere and surroundings after dredging takes place.  Peter has obtained a further £1000 of funding and hopes to form a group to maintain the Mere and also so bank account can be opened.
Peter has meetings with 2 other groups offering advice.  
The Saturday between the 29th Nov and 8th December would be best if work needs to be done 
Clerk will put something on North Lopham Facebook page to advise and with update
Resident asked that it is ensured that the trees are protected on the green
Mick McManus will attend with Peter to look at the drains,

5. Lorries queuing at Heath Road 
Dawn Eagles has had complaints about lorries queuing at Heath Road, the Clerk has contacted Ali Holman at Kenninghall PC but they have not had any concerns raised.
Clerk will write to Richard Buck at Cranswick
On the subject of lorries Liz B will email Police officer at Snap Meeting re the number of  lorries coming through the village and passing each other by the school when they have to mount the pavement.

6. Field path of Kings Head Lane 
This is a footpath it is not a by way.  The person who complained thought it should be wider.  It used to be wider but it is now a footpath. 

7. North Lopham Charities
The Parish Council has to renominate the Trustees, Anthony Ostler, Dawn Eagles and Jenny Vere for the next 4 years.  
It was proposed by Mick McManus and seconded by Lesley Bird that they be re nominated 

8. Highway Ranger Service – overhanging foliage on the footpath 
Clerk to chase NCC re overhanging trees on The Street - 

9. Letter from National Grid 
This relates to the pylons and the Parish Council has been asked if it wishes to be an interested party.  Peter smith felt we should be registered as an interested party as pylons will be at Bressingham and Wortham Ling.
Vote 4-1 to register
Clerk to write to them by 27th November 2026
10. Cemetery fees

To approve the amended figures and letters
The Parish Council have carried out a review of other local cemeteries and it was noted that North Lopham was way off the bottom range.  It was agreed to bring fees up to the bottom of the range but increasing them substantially and they will be doubled for people who do not have a connection with the village.  
Discussion re moving the reservation time and fee 5 years to 10 years  
Vote 10 years in favour – cost for 10 years £150.00 for a reservation 
It was agreed to cutting back 3 trees in the Cemetery – quote from Chris Hunter £1300 inc VAT -  planning permission given by BDC – Clerk will contact Chris Hunter

11. Mandatory planning 
This relates to the draft Local Plan for Breckland which has been in pipeline for at least 3 years.   Identified areas for development.  Once in the draft local plan it will be difficult to argue against it.  Area down Primrose Lane identified.  Savills acting for Duke of Norfolk who owns the land.    PC felt junction made it completely inappropriate.  Savills must have contacted Breckland and it is now in the draft local plan.  Meeting on 3rd December in Dereham which members of Parish Council will attend and members of the public can also comment on line at BDC website.    PC will forward Clerk list of comments to put to BDC.  
Might come up with a solution about the access if we raise the access as an issue
It was noted that the plan It is draft at the moment.  
Opportunity for public to ask questions – 20 Minutes – 3 minutes per question

If this site ends up being rejected are there other sites.  This is the only one noted in the draft Local Plan.  

2 other sites were dismissed.  

Resident wished to thank PC for access to speedwatch information and to Tom re data.

Clerk To email Tim Colyer a copy of the burial regulations and fees.

Resident wanted to thank members of the PC (Lesley and Eric Bird) for keeping the War Memorial site tidy.  Purchase of a second Tommy was funded by donations to the stall in Tanns Lane.

Works to the Mere is there a timetable?  Peter will advise after the 29th 

A vote was taken re moving the Parish Council meetings from a Wednesday to a Tuesday moving forward.

2026.2027 PRECEPT TO BE AGREED –
inflation at 3.8 so 4 so to increase by £130.00 = £3155

12. Financial   Approval was given for the following;

Hire of the Church							£20.00
Clerk salary  (Jan 26)						£300.00
Clerk Sundries (paper		)				£5.75
Remembrance Wreath						£20.00
Gary Bennett							£140.00
Groundscape 							£2929
	
Receipts  	

	Lottery Community Fund 		£8011.00
	Precept				£3025.00

Balance of bank account 						£19,896.27

13. Planning applications

Breach of condition at Land at rear of White House, High Common Road ref: ENF/246/25 re entrance reported.  Resident noted other breaches.
Gary Collins is Planning Enforcement officer at BDC resident have been in touch and Parish Council will write to them re enforcement. 

Next Meeting Tuesday 13th January 2026
Meeting closed at 20.08
