MINUTES OF NORTH LOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY 2026 AT 7 PM
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

1. Attendance and apologies
Present:  Lesley Bird, Dawn Eagle, William Nunn, Mick McManus, Mike Tipple, Peter Smith, Liz Bernard
Apologies: Marion Chapman Allen and Julie Crossley
2. No declarations of interest declared
3. Minutes of 12th November 2025 approved.
Matters arising from November 2025 meeting
4. Update re The Mere

Now dredging is complete – suggested dates for further works with working group.
Update from Peter Smith
A bit of collateral damage from the dredging.  Railings – some were rotten.  About to be replaced.
35 tonnes of top soil once weather improves, seeded to rectify damage from dredging.
Will plant Mere and surrounds with native species.
Lots of appreciation and enthusiasm from residents.

5. Letchmere Group – funds
Peter Smith: opportunity to get from funding from BDC £1000.  A Friend of Letchmere Group was formed as funding could not be applied for as a Parish Council.  
Breckland have agreed to pay into NLPC account but for Letchmere Group, ring fenced for ongoing maintenance of the Mere.
6. Date in March for Village clean up

Agreed Saturday 28th March 10 a.m. Litter Pick etc.  (not same as Letchmere Group).  May need some more equipment.  £30 agreed for equipment needed.

7. Damage to Parish Cemetery Wall

Insurance offer of £1000 to repair damage.  Need to obtain alternative quotes.  

8.  Trees in Cemetery
3 trees are to be cut back by Chris Hunter in the next few days.
Opportunity for public to ask questions – 20 minutes – 3 minutes per question. Please note the Parish Council would ask that any points to raise re the Agenda be put to the PC in this period and not throughout the meeting.

9.  Financial

Approval was given for the following;

Hire of Church (retrospective) 	£20.00
Clerk Salary (Jan)			£60.00
HMRC 					£240.00
Balance of accounts (28.12.25) 				£16,832.52
Receipts
LOHP					£50.00
10. Planning applications
PL/2025/1873/HOU Bryony Cottage single storey side extension – no objections.

AOB	Contact Flagship re scrap metal in houses at the new Church Farm development

WN to speak to resident about lighting.
East Harling junction and potential danger from the lack of splay as you turn toward Kenninghall.  Was suggested that a mirror on residents property may improve visibility.
Clerk to write to truck that is regularly parked on footpath and blocks SAM 2 (opp Old Post Office).  May have to be put on windscreen.

Meeting closed at 19.30
Next Meeting is 10th March 2026





