MINUTES OF NORTH LOPHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 7TH July 2026 at 7 p.m.
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

Alistair Fitzgerald was welcomed as a new Parish Councillor 

1. Attendance and apologies 
 Attendance: Lesley Bird, Alistair Fitzgerald, Peter Smith, Mick McManus, Mike 
Tipple
       Apologies; William Nunn, Liz Bernard, Marion Chapman Allen 
2. To declare any Declarations of Interest – none declared

3. Minutes of 12th May  2026 were approved

Matters Arising

4. Trees/shrubs growing in graves 

The Parish Council had agreed to pay Gary Bennett to remove the shrubs/trees growing in one grave.  They have been cut down and GB will remove the stumps in due course but the Clerk has asked him to quote to remove 2 more nearer the church which are not as large.  

5. Update re Gov.uk email domain

Confirmation that everyone is now on the new email address and can access it easily 

6. To appoint Internal Control Officer

In light of the Internal Control Policy the Parish Council are required to appointment an Internal Control Officer.  It was agreed to appoint Liz Bernard.

7. Update re The Mere and purchase of more plants

Since last meeting introduced Fresh water mussels and more water lillies  Seem to have a lot of blanket weed which PS have been assured these will disperse once the weather gets cloudy.  Will be planting around the Mere.  John has not been cutting round the inside of the fence and the Clerk will speak to him. 
8. Contract of Employment to be signed 

Peter Smith signed as acting Chairman

9. Lettering on War Memorial

The Clerk has contacted Bierton and Woods and Saxon Monuments in Bury regarding the fading lettering on the War Memorial.  Saxons have not responded but Bierton and Woods have agreed to re-do the lettering as necessary free of charge  An email of thanks has been sent.
10. Children/Kings Head Lane
There have been some concerns raised by a resident at the end of Kings Head Lane on youngsters playing near their property and the Parish Council acknowledged the complaint.
The public have the opportunity to raise any questions limited to 3 minutes per person
Financial 

Retrospective approval for Clerk Salary to be paid on the 4th of each month moving forward and for payment on 4th month of £212.55 gross

Approval is sought for Cashbook/bank statements and confirmation that these have been received and checked and are in order.  

£3.87  		laminate paper (Clerk)
£52.50	 	Microsoft annual fee (Clerk)
£7.20 		Norfolk Parish Training and Support Networking event (Clerk)
		(total £63.57)
£126.39	 UK Aquatic Garden Supplies (P. Smith)
£69.48 	NALC for Gov.uk annual fee for domain registration
£20.00		Church Hire

Receipts

£1,000 	Direct Insurance damage to church wall
£965.39 	NCC for Verge cutting
£250.00	(RG) Burial fee
£150.00	(CW) Reservation fee

Balance of Barclays account 			£14,775.69

Any Other Business

Parish Online – App to use for details of boundaries, measurements etc
6 month rule – regarding any Parish Councillor who does not attend meetings without apologies for 6 months
Sam 2- put on September agenda for discussion as Parish Partnership Scheme has now ceased.  
Footpaths junction Jubilee Lane/Primrose Lane – to ask Gary Bennett to cut 
Additional HGV’s coming through – to ask LB if her Police contact could do a spot check
The Parish Council would ask that hedges are kept cut back and kept tidy. 

Planning 
High Common – Land at rear of White House – appeal dismissed
Local Plan is now on line if anyone wants to view it. 
Meeting closed at 19.42

